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Hyland’s second mystery featuring Emily Tempest (following Moonlight Downs, 2008) finds the halfwhite, half-Aboriginal young woman having agreed to take on the post of Aboriginal Community police officer. Working as a beat cop in the harsh land of northern Australia, Emily soon encounters her first corpse; an old prospector she knew as a child. Convinced he couldn’t possibly have died as a result of an argument gone bad, Emily uses her deep knowledge of the land and people to find the real killer. Except she’s not supposed to be investigating that crime: her boss wants her working the night shift in town. Hyland’s second novel is better than his debut, which won Australia’s Ned Kelly Award for best first novel. The story's gritty nature echoes the tough life, harsh environment, and difficult living conditions of the setting, and each of the characters seems a perfect fit in the hot and dusty landscape, from Emily, who’s not afraid to get into a fight, to the rough and tumble prospectors. The suspenseful and well-paced story will appeal equally to readers already familiar with the series and those just getting to know the tough-as-nails Emily. She makes an excellent addition to the roster of international crime-fiction protagonists. — Jessica Moyer

